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LETTER I, 


My dear Friend, 


J have been witness to a great and 1m- 
portant revolution this morning, which took place 
while the greatest part of the world was asleep, like 
many state revolutions, its first beginnings were 
almost undiscernable ; but the progress, though gra- 
dual, was steady and the event decissive. Awhile 
ago darkness reigned. Had a man then dropped for. 
the first time into our world, he might have thought 
a himself banished into a hopeless dungeon. How 
| could he expect light to rise out of such a state? 
And when he saw the first glimmering of dawn in 
the east, how could he promise himself that it was 
the forerunner of such a glorious sun as has since 
risen! With what wonder would such a new comer 
observe the bounds of his view enlarging, and the 
distinctness of objects increasing from one minute to 
another; and how well content would he be to part 
with the twinklings of the stars, when he had the 
broad day all around him in exchange? I cannot say 
this revolution 1s extraordinary, because it happens 
every morning, but surely it is astonishing, or 
rather it would be so if man was not astonishingly 
stupid. Such strangers once were we. Darkness, 
gross darkness covered us. How confined were our 
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views? And even the things which were within our 
reach we could not distinguish. Little did we then 
think what a glorious day we were appointed to see, 
what an unbounded prospect would ere long open 
before us. We knew not that there was a sun of 
righteousness, and that he would dawn and rise and 
shine upon our hearts. And as the idea of what we 
see now was then hidden from us, so at present we 
are almost equally at a loss how to form any concep- 
tion of the stronger light and brighter prospects, 
which we wait and hope for. Comparatively we are 
in the dark still; at the most we have but a dim 
twilight, and see nothing clearly; but it is the dawn 
of immortality, and a sure presage and earnest of 
glory. Thus, at times, it seems a darkness that 
may be felt, broods over your natural spirits: but 
when the day star arises upon your heart, you see and 
rejoice in his light. You have days as well as nights; 
and after a few more vicissitudes you will take your 
flight to the regions of everlasting light, where your 
sun will go down no more. Happy you, and happy 
J, if I shall meet you there, as I trust I shall. How 
shall we love and sing and wonder and praise the 
Saviour's name. Last Sunday a young man died here 
of extreme old age at twenty-five, he laboured hard 
to ruin a good constitution, and unhappily succeeded ; 
yet amused himself with the hopes of recovery almost 
to the last. We have a sad knot of such poor crea- 
tures in this place, who labour to stifle each other's 
convictions, and to ruin themselves and associates, 
soul and body. How industriously is satan served! 


1 was formerly one of his most active under tempters. 


Not content wit running the broad way myself, I was 
indefatigable in enticing others ; and had my influence 
been equal to my wishes, I would have carried all 
the human race with me; and doubtless some have 


perished, to whose destruction I was greatly instru- 
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mental, by tempting them to sin, and by poisoning 
and hardening them with principles of infidelity: and 
yet I was spared. When I think of the most with 
whom I spent my unhappy days of ignorance, 
I am ready to say, I only am escaped alive to tell 
thee. Surely I have not half the activity and zeal in the 
Service of him, who snatched me as a brand out of 
the burning, as I had in the service of his enemy.— 
Then the whole stream of my endeavours and affec- 
tions went one way; now my best desires are con- 
tinually crossed, counteracted and spoiled, by the sin 
which dwelleth in me; then the tide of corrupt nature 
bore me along; now I have to strive and swim against 
it. The Lord cut me short of opportunities, and 
placed me where I could do but little mischiet ; but 
had my abilities and occasions been equal to my 
heart, I should have been a Voltaire and a Tiberius 
in one character, a monster of profaneness and licen- 
tiousness. O to grace how great a debtor! A com- 
mon drunkard or profligate is a petty sinner to what 
I was. I had the ambition of a Cæsar or Alexander 
and wanted to rank in wickedness among the fore- 
most of the human race. When you have read this, 
praise the Lord for his mercy to the chief of sinners, 
and pray that I may have grace to be faithful. But 
I have rambled, I meant to tell you, that on Sunday 
afternoon I preached from, Why will ye die? 
Ezek. chap. xxx111. ver. 10 11. I endeavoured to shew 
poor sinners, that if they died it was because they 
avould, and if they would they must. I was much 
affected for a time: I could hardly speak for weeping, 
and some wept with me. From some, alas! I can no 
more draw a tear, or a relenting thought, than from 
a mill-stone, 
Jam, 


Yours, Oe. 
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LETTER Il. 


My dear Madam, SEPT, 1764. 


Y our welfare 1 rejoice in, your warfare I un- 
derstand something of, St. Paul describes his own 
case in a few words, Without were fightings, within 
were fears, Does not this comprehend all you would 
say? And how are you to know experimentally either 
your own weakness, or the power, wisdom, and grace 
of God, seasonably and sufficiently afforded, but by 
frequent and various trials? How are the graces of 
patience, resignation, meekness and faith, to be dis- 
covered and increased but by exercise? The Lord 
has chosen, called, and armed us for the fight, and 
shall we wish to be excused? Shall we not rather 
rejoice that we have the honor to appear in such a 
cause, under such a Captain, such a banner, and in 
such company? A compleat suit of armour is pro- 
vided, weapons not to be resisted, and precious balm 
to heal us if haply we receive a wound, and precious 
ointment to revive us when we are in danger of faint- 
ing. Further, we are assured of the victory beforc- 
hand, and O what a crown is prepared for every con- 
querer, which Jesus, the righteous Judge, the graci- 
ous Saviour, shall place upon every faithful head with 
his own hand, 'Then let us not be weary and faint, 
for in due season we shall reap. The time is short; 
yet a little while and the struggle of indwelling sin 
and the contradiction of surrounding sinners shall be 
known no more. You are blessed, because you hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousress; he whose name is 
Amen has said you shall be filled. To claim the pro- 
mise is to make it our own; yet it is becoming us to 
practice submission and patience, not in temporals 
only, but also in spirituals. We should be ashamed 
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and grieved at our slow progress, so far as it is pro- 
perly chargeable to our remissness and miscarriage, yet 
we must not expect to receive every thing at once, but 
wait for a gradual increase; nor should we forget to 
be thankful for what we may account a little, in com- 
parison of the much we suppose others have received. 
A little grace, a spark of true love to God, a grain of 
living faith, though small as mustard seed, is worth 
a thousand worlds. One draught of the water of life 
gives interest in and earnest of the Whole fountain.— 
It becometh the Lord's people to be thankful; and to 
acknowledge his goodness in what we have received is 
the surest as well as the pleãsantest method of obtaining 
more. Nor should the grief, arising from what we know 
and feel of our own hearts rob us of the honor, comfort, 
and joy, which the word of God designs us, in what 
is there recorded of the person, offices, and grace of 
Jesus, and the relations he is pleased to stand into his 
people, Psalm xxiii. 1. Isaiah liv. 5. Cant. v. 
16. John xv. 15. 1 John ii. 1. 1 John xv. 1. 
Jerem.. Kii. v. 1 Cor. i. 30. Matt. i. Wi. 23. 
Give me leave to recommend to your consideration 
Psalm Ixxxix. 15, 18. These verses may be called 
the believer's triumph : though they are nothing in 
themselves, yet having all in Jesus, they may rejoice 
in his name all the day: The Lord enable us so to 
do! The joy of the Lord is the strength of his peo. 
ple; whereas unbelief makes our hands hang down 
and our knees feeble, dispirits ourselves and discou- 
rages others; and though it steals upon us under a 
semblance of humility, it 1s indeed the very essence 
of pride. By inward and outward exercises the Lord 
15 promoting the best desire of your heart, and an- 
swering your daily prayers. Would you have as- 
Surance? The true solid assurance is to be obtained 
no other way. When young christians are greatly 
comforted with the Lord's love and presence, their 
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doubts and fears are for that season at an end. But 
this is not assurance: so soon as the Lord hides his 
face they are troubled, and ready to question the very 
foundation of hope. Assurance grows by repeated 
conflict, by our repeated experimental proof of the 
Lord's power and goodness to save; when we have 
been brought very low and helped, sorely wounded 
and healed, cast down and raised again, have given 
up all hope, and been suddenly snatched from danger 
and placed in safety; and when these things have 
been repeated to us and in us a thousand times over, 
we begin to learn to trust simply to the word and 
power of God, beyond and against appearances ; ard 
this trust, when habitual and strong bears the name 
of assurance ; for even assurance has degrees. 
You have good reason, Madam, to supposc, that 
the love of the best christians to an unseen Saviour is 
far short of what it ought to be. If your heart be 
like mine, and you examine your love to Christ by 
the warmth and frequency of your emotions towards 
him, you will often be in a sad suspence whether or 
no you love him at all. The best mark to judge, 
and which he has given us for that purpose is to en- 
quire if his word and will have a prevailing, govern. 
ing influence upon our lives and temper. If we love 
him, we do endeavour to keep his commandments : 
and it will hold the other way; if we have a desire 
to please him we undoubtedly love him. Obedience 
is the best test; and when amidst all our imperfec- 
tions we can humbly appeal concerning the sincerity 
of our views, this is a mercy for which we ought to 


be greatly thankful. He that has brought us to will, 


will likewise enable us to do according to his good 
pleasure. I doubt not be the Lord whom you love, 
and on whom you depend, will lead you in a sure 
way, and establish and strengthen and settle you in 
his love and grace, Indeed he has done great things 
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for you already. The Lord is your shepherd; a com- 
prehensive word. The sheep can do nothing for 
themselves; the shepherd must guide, guard, feed, 
heal and recover. Well for us that our shepherd is 
the Lord almighty. If his power, care, compassion, 
fullness, were not infinite, the poor sheep would be 
forsaken, starved, and worried, But we have a 
Shepherd full of care, full of kindness, full of power, 
who has said, I wrll see that which was lost, and 
bind up that which was broken, and bring again that 


which was driven away, and will strengthen that 


which was sick, How tender are these expressions, 
and how well fulfilled! His sheep feed in the midst 
of wolves, yet are preserved safe; for though they 
see him not, his eye and his heart are upon them. 
Do we wonder that Daniel was preserved in the lion's 
den? Why it is a common case. Which of God's 
children have not cause to say, my soul is among 
lions? But the Angel of the covenant stops their 
mouths, or only permits them to gape and roar, to 
Shew their teeth, and what they would dos if they 
might; but they may not, they shall not bite and 
tear us at their own will, Let us trust him, and all 
Shall be well, As to daily occurrences, it 1s best to 
believe that a daily portion of comforts and crosses, 
each one the most suitable to our case, is adjusted 
and appointed by the hand which was once nailed to 
the cross for us; that where the path of duty and 
prudence leads, there is the best situation we could 
possibly be in at that juncture. We are not required 
to afflict ourselves immoderately for what 1s not in 
our power to prevent, nor should any thing that af. 
fords occasions for mortifying the spirit of self be 
accounted unnecessary, 
J am yours, 
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LETTER III. 


My dear F riend, 


At length, and without further apology for my 
silence, I set down to ask you how you fare? Afflic- 
tions | hear have been your lot; and if I had not 


heard so, I should have taken it for granted: for I 


believe the Lord loves you; and as many as he loves 
he chastens. I think you can say, afflictions have 
been good for you, and I doubt not but you have 
found strength according to your day; so that though 
you may have been $harply tried, you have not 
been overpowered. For the Lord has engaged his 
faithfulness for this to all his children, that he will 
support them in all their trials; so that the fire shall 
not consume them, nor the floods drown them. 1 Cor, 
x. 13. La. xliii. 2. If you can say thus much, 
cannot you go a little further and add in the apostles 


words, None of these things move me, neither count 


I my life dear. I rather glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of God may rest upon me; yea, doubtless I 
count all things loss and of no regard, for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jeius my Lord; for when 
J am weak then am I strong. Methinks I hear you 
say, „God who comforteth those who are cast down, 
has comforted my soul, and as my troubles have abound- 
ed, my consolations in Christ have abounded also. He 
Sas delivered, he does deliver, and in him I trust that 
be will yet deliver ne.“ Surely you can set your 
seal to these words. The Lord help you then to live 
more and more a life of faith, to feed upon the pro- 
mises, and to rejoice in the assurance that all things 
are yours, and shall surely work for your good. 
If I guess right at what passes in your heart, the 
name of Jesus is precious to you, and this is a sure 
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token of salvation, and that of God, You could 
not have loved him, if he had not loved you first, 
He spoke to you and said, “seek my face,“ before 
your heart cried to him, Thy face O Lord will I seek. 
But you complain, “ Alas! I love him so little: that 
very complaint proves that you love him a great deal 
for if you loved him but a little, you would this K 
you loved him enough. A mother loves her child a 
great deal, yet does not complain for not loving it 
more; nay, perhaps she hardly thinks it possible. 
But such an infinite object 1s Jesus, that they who 
love him better than parents or child, or any earthly 
relation or comfort, will still think they hardly love 
him at all; because they see such a vast disproportion 
between the utmost they can give him, and what in 
himself he deserves from them. But I can give you 
good advice and good news; love him as well as you 
can now, and ere long you shall love him better. 
O when you see him as he is, then I am sure you 
will love him indeed! if you want to love him better 
now while you are here, I believe I can tell you the 
Secret how this 1s to be attained, trust him. 'The 
more yu trust him, the better you will love him. 
If you ask farther, How shall I do to trust him? 
I answer, Try him: The more you make trial of 
him, the more your trust in him will be strengthen- 
ed. Venture upon his promises; carry them to him, 
and see if he will not be as good as his word, But 
alas! Satan and unbelief work the contrary way. 
We are unwilling to try him, and therefore unable to 
trust him; and what wonder then that our love is 
faint, for who can love at uncertainties ? 


If you are in some measure thankful for what you 
have received, and hungering and thirsting for more, 
you are in the frame I would wish for myself: and I 
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desire to praise the Lord on your behalf. Pray for 


us. We join in love to you. 
Jan yours, 


LETTER IV. 


Dear Madam, 


What a poor, uncertain, dying world is this! 
What a wilderness in itself! How dark, how deso- 
late, without the light of the gospel and the know- 
ledge of Jesus! It. does not appear so to us, in a 
state of nature, because we are then in a state of 
enchantment, the magical lantern blinding us with a 
splendid delus ion. 


Thus in the desert's dreary waste, 

By magic power produc'd in taste, 
As old romances say, 

Castles and groves and music sweet, 

The senses of the trav'ler cheat, 
And stop him in his way. 


But while he gazes with surprise, 

The charm dissolves, the vision dies, | ö 
Twas but enchanted ground, 

Thus, if che Lord our spirit touch, 

The world, which promis'd us so much, 
A wilderness is found. 


It is a great mercy to be undeceived in time; 
and though our gay dreams are at an end, and we 
awake to every thing that is disgustful and dismay- 
ing, yet we see a highway through the wilderness, 
a powerful guard, an infallible guide at hand to con- 
duct us through; and we can discern, beyond the 
limits of the wilderness, a better hand, where we 
Shall be at rest and at home. What will the difficul- 
ties we met by the way then signify? The remem- 
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brance of them ill only remain to heighten our sense 
of the love, care, and power of our Saviour and leader. 
O how shall we then admire, adore and praise him, 
when he shall condescend to unfold to us the beauty, 
propriety, and harmony of the whole train of his dis- 
pensatiuns towards us, and give us a clear retrospect 
of all the way and all the turns of our pilgrimage !— 
In the mean while, the best method of adorning our 
profession, and of enjoying peace in our souls, is sim- 
ply to trust him, and absolutely to commit ourselves 
and our all to his management. By casting our bur- 
: den upon him our spirits become light and chearſul, | 
we are freed from a thousand anxieties and inquie- | 
tudes, which are wearisome to our minds, and which * 
with respect to events are needles for us, yea useless. 
But though it may be easy to speak of this trust, and 
it appears to our judgement perfectly right and rea- 
sonable, the actual attainment is a great thing; and 
especially so to trust the Lord, not by fits, and starts, 
surrendering one day and retracting the next, but to 
abide by our surrender, and go habitually trusting l 
through all the changes we meet, knowing that his i 
love, purpose and promise arc unchangeable. Some 
little faintings perhaps none are freed from, but I be- 
heve a power of trusting the Lord on good measure 
at all times, and living quietly under the shadow of 
his wing, 1s what the promise warrants us to expect, \ 
if we seek it by diligent prayer; if not all at once, $1 
yet by a gradual increase: may it be your experience ' 
and mine. a \ 
i em your affectionate Friend, | 


A ee oa 


for 
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LETTER V. 
% Dear Friend, 


8 
1 hough J have the pleasure of hearing of vou, 
and sending a remembrance from time to time, I am 
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willing by this opportunity to direct a few lines to 
you, as a more express testimony of my sincere regard. 
I think your experience is generally of the fearful 
doubting cast. Such souls, however, the Lord has 
given particular charge to his ministers to comfort. 
He knows our infirmities, and what temptations 
mean, and as a good shepherd he expresses a peculiar 
care and tenderness for the weak of the flock. Isa. 
xl. 4. But how must I attempt your comfort? Surely 
not by strengthening a mistake to which we are all 
too liable; by leading you to look into your own 
heart for (what you will never find there) something 
in yourself whereon to ground your hopes if not 
wholly, yet at least in part. Rather let me endea- 
vour to lead you out of yourself: let me invite you to 
look unto Jesus. Should we look for light in our 
own eyes, or in the sun? Is it indwelling sin distres- 
ses you? Then. I can tell you (though you know it) 
that Jesus died for sin and sinners. I can tell you, 
that his blood and righteousness are of infinite value; 
that his arm is almighty and his compassions infinite; 
yea, you yourself read his promises every day, and 
why should you doubt their being fulfilled? If you 
say you do not question their truth, or that they are 
accomplished to many, but that you can hardly be. 
lieve they belong to you; I would ask, what evidence 
you would require? A voice or an angel from heaven 
you ao not expect, Consider, if many of the pro. 
mises are not expressly directed to those to whom 
they belong. When you read your name on the su- 
perscription of this letter, you made no scruple to 
open it: why then do you hesitate at embracing the 
promises of the gospel; where you read that they are 
addressed to those who mourn, who hunger, and thirst 
after righteousness, who are poor in spirit, &c. and 
cannot but be sensible that a gracious God has begun 
to work these dispositions in your heart, If you say, 
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that though you do at times mourn, hunger, &c. you 
are afraid you do it not enough, or not right; con- 


* 


sider, that this sort of reasoning is very far from the 


spirit and language of the gospel; for it is grounded 
on a secret supposition, that in the forgiveness of sin 


God has a respect, has he not a respect to something 
we do towards enabling us to believe savingly, 
lay hold, or claim to something more than the atone- 
ment and mediation of jesus; namely, to some pre- 
vious good qualifications in a sinner's heart, which are 
to share with the blood of Christ in the honor of sal- 
vation. The enemy deceives us in this matter the 
more easily, because a propensity to the covenant of 
works is a part of our natural depravity. Depend 
upon it, you will never have a suitable and sufficient 
sense of the evil of sin, and of your share in it, so 
long as you have any sin remaining in you. We 
must see Jesus as he is, before our apprehensions of 
any spiritual truth will be complete. But if we know 
that we must perish without Christ, and that he is 
able to save to the uttermost, we know enough to 
warrant us to cast our souls upon him, and we dis- 
honour him by fearing that when we do so he will 
disappoint our hope. But if you are still perplexed 
about the high points of election, &c. I would ad- 
vise you to leave the disposal of others to the great 
Judge: and as to yourself, I think I need not say 
much to persuade you, that if ever you are saved at 
all, it must be in a way of free and absolute grace. 
Leave disputes to others; wait upon the Lord, and he 
will teach you all things, in such degree and time as 
he sees best. Perhaps you have suffered for taking 
things too much upon trust from men. Cease from 
man, whose breath is in his nostrils. One is your 
master, even Christ. Study and pray over the bible; 
and you may take it as a sure rule, that whatever 
sentiment makes any part of the word of God un- 
B 2 
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welcome to you 1s justly to be respected. Aim at a 


FRA 


chearful spirit. The more you trust God, the better Is 
you will serve him. While you indulge unbelief and Pr 


suspicion, you waken your own hands and discourage 
others. Be thankful for what he has shewn you, and 
wait upon him for more: you shall find he has not 
said, seek ye my face in vain, I heartily commend 
you to his grace and care, 

And am yours, 


— — 


LETTER VI. 


Black Friars, May 2d, 1769. 
My dear Friend, 


] wrote to my good friend at christmas, and got 
an answer at easter—Indeed I began to think you 
had dropped me: for I make myself sure of nothing, 
but of my dear Lord's unchangeable love. Yet I cor- 
rected myself for thinking so of you: but I was 
tempted, and I have combustible enough to feed any, 
yea every temptation. The Lord keep me from others, 
as he did from this, You ask my opinion of inocu- 
lation. People, who reason upon worldly motives, 
may do as they please. To others, I would relate the 
case of a great doctor in divinity, and a great chris- 
tian, who had an only son. His wife was for, the 
doctor was against inoculation. They had many dis- 
putes about it, The doctor said he could not do it in 
faith, the wife said she could do it, because she be- 
lie ved it to be for the best. Neither side would yield: 
so they agreed to put it off, till the one or the other 
should give up their opinion, and both be of one mind. 
The child was thus left in God's hand —he got the 
small-pox in the natural way, and did well. 

I attend to your complaints of yourself. They 
are true. You might make a thousand more, and 
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alike true. But, my dear friend, what of all this? 
ls not Jesus the Saviour of such sinners as you are? 


Pray, take heed of getting into a complaining temper, 


and contracting an habit of it: for there is no greater 
enemy to Jesus, to the growth of your commu- 


nion with him, and to the liveliness of vour heart 

towards him. I would have you sensible of all your 

causes of complaint, but satisfied under them; and 

willing to be just what you are. In this poverty of 
spirit, needy, sinful, helpless, deperdant temper, con- 

sists the very life of faith: for while you feel thus, 

every thing in you and about you says, Youmust go to 

& Fesus—you can do nothing without him—he must 

« counsel, and strengthen, aud comfort he must save 

« —he must be 4 Jesus to you every moment, and in 
« every thing.” What reply does the believer make 
t is true—without him I can do nothing—1 am 
« helpless, and his strength is perfected in my utter 
« aveakness; most gladly, therefore, do I glory in my 
« b ee, that the strength of Christ may rest upon 
&« me.” O, for more of Paul's happy experience! 
He had no such gladness as that, which arose from 
communion with Jesus, and he gloricd in that, which 
helped him to this communion, by.making it abso- 
lutely necessary for him. He did not commit sin on 
purpose; but being a sinner, he did not wish not to 
be one, in himself; it was his joy, yea his crown, of 
rejoicing that God-Jesus, and sinful Paul were one. 
Here he found his heaven; Jesus was united to the 
sinner, as meat is to the hungry, and Paul lived upon 
him, feasted'on him, enjoyed Jesus, as the hungry 
do their meat. It was such a feast, that Paul would 
not wish to have no appetite, but rather to have it 
enlarged, that he might live more upon the bread of 
God, and grow up more into Christ Jesus. 

| What! must I always be this poor needy sinner ? 
Yes; always, till you get into heaven, Ard then 
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you will be perfectly humbled, and have nothing 
within you to rob Jesus, of any part of his glory, 
All your salvation, from the councils of eternity to the 
eternal fulfilment of them, will then be made plain ; 
you will see, confess, and be happy in confessing, 
that sovereign grace did all for you, and in you. 
And in the perfect sense of this, you will triumph in 
being a SINNER SAVED, and in this you will triumph 
as long as heaven is heaven. But thus you keep on com. 
plaining—* I find myself too often poring over my 
« own inward sinfulness and misery, and consequently 
« giving way to unbelief, whenever my poor reason 
« tells me, I should be rejoicing in the God of my sal. 
« vation.” And what then! unbelief is in you, felt 
or not; and unbelief given way to, 1s your burden— 
this makes for you. And it only proves, that you 
are still at school, learning your second lesson, and 
that is, how the God of your salvation being received 
is to be enjoyed. You own he is received. You 
call him the God of my salvation. Observe, my 
dear friend, now this Jesus 1s yours, All is yours. 
You have an undoubted right and title to him and to 
his.— Improve it then, and make use of his fulness. 
Your estate 1s clear and boundless, you have only to 


receive the income of it in grace, as well as in glory 


I pray you, my dear friend, to study this lesson, and 
if the Lord, the spirit help you to learn it, well; it 
will save you from many an aching heart —Observe, 
Jesus is yours, after this, you are not to seek for any 
new title to any part of salvation— This is also secu- 
red; but you are called upon to enjoy the purchased 
salvation, and to be a happy receiver out of the Sa- 
viour's fulness—Suppose you live thus ever so well, 
receive ever so much, what you enjoy in Christ is no 
part of your title to Christ; what you receive from 
Christ 1s not your title to pardon, to righteousness, or 
to holiness, He is received for these purposes—He, 
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ig Christ himself, and your enjoying him ſor these pur- 
poses is not your title to pardon, &c. What Christ 
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does for you, or in you, or by you, 1s not to be look. 


ed at, so as not to look still simply at Christ himself. 
What he is, and what he did for you, here, is all 


— 


your salvation. What he does in you, or by you, 
here, is the enjoyment of this salvation in its fruits 


and effects. But these fruits and effects do not make 


you holy ;—oh, no, the poor beggars, who are fed at 


our king's table, will never say—we pay the king for 
our meat by eating a great deal; or his meat feeds us, 
and therefore we make ourselves strong; —or, his 


grace nourishes us, and therefore we make ourselves 


holy. No, no they are taught better. They will 
always acknowledge - the more we receive out of the 


fulness of jesus, we find ourselves more happy, and 


the fruits of our interest in him are more abundant to 
our comfort and to his glory, but our debt increases; 
and the better we are fed and cloathed, and kept up 


with his royal bounty, he leaves us nothing to glory 
in, except his overflowing grace. In this spirit his 
people hear, and read, and pray, and attend means and 
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: ordinances; they do not seek holiness in these - not 
to be made holy by them but they do attend in faith, 


sanctified first by the faith that is in Jesus, and in 
that faith enjoy ing him in all they do. Christ is my 
sanctification, before I can do any thing aright, and what 


I do aright, does not make me holy, but shews that 
I am holy. Every living branch is ingrafted into the 


root and stock of holiness, and its leaves and fruit do 
not make it to be in the vine, but only prove, that it 


is in it. A member is not made living by doing its 
office. The eye does not live by seeing, but it is a 


living eye, and therefore sees. You must be a living 


member in the mystical body, before you can do your 


office in it, Doing your office, does not make you, 
but only shews that you are a living member, My 
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dear friend, weigh these things well. I verily believ: 4 
the holy spirit is now teaching you this lesson: foo 
I see you cannot be content with yourself, nor your 


graces—nor gifts—improve this divine teaching, and 


learn to build all your hopes of holiness on Christ 


made of God's sanctification for you. And the more 
clearly you believe this, you will love the God of 
your salvation more; your spiritual enemies will be 
more subdued, and in heart and life you will be more 
devoted to God, to his ways and will. I give you 
this advice from my own knowledge. Give me 
credit, and try, and you will soon find cause to give 
God his glory. 

I hope to look upon you, and say on this subject 
more than I can on paper. Remember me in love and 
respect. The good-will of your unchangeable friend 
be with you and yours, and me and mine. 


W. R. 


— 


LETTER VII. 


Black Friars, March 5th, 1770. 
My very dear Friend, 


I waited on „and he told me, he 
was to call at in his way home. I 
could not resist the opportunity of sending in writing 
my thanks for your last kind letter. My heart re- 


joices, and is thankful for many things, which you say 


in it, of your dependance on the finished salvation of 
Jesus, and of your desire to experience more of his 


graces and blessings. TI see what stops you, the very 
dame that stops me, And I would lay before you 
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e gospel motives and encouragements to get on, re- 


1 4 in the word, and J hope in some measure made 
useful to me by the spirit of God. 


5 I have remarked, in conversing with you, and 


in all your letters, the workings of a legal and self- 


righteous temper, apt to nurse guilty fears, and to 
cherish mis-givings and suspicions of your interest in 
the great salvation. The same are daily disturbing 
my peace, and are the very plague of my life. The 
only remedy against them is to look well to the con- 


science, where they have their rise, and to use all ap- 


pointed means for establishing it in the peace of God. 

This is the main point. A holy walk, and successful 
warfare, depend entirely on the testimony of con- 
science. The believer's chief business is to learn to 
resist and to overcome guilt, fear, and unbelief, that 
these being kept out of his conscience, the peace of 
God may rule there always and by all means. Then 
it will be what the scripture calls @ good conscience. 
And when this is good, all goes on well. Now that 
is a good conscience which witnesses to the truth as 
it is in Jesus. Conscience, I suppose, is that faculty 
of the soul which, under the teaching of the Holy 
Ghost, compares the singer's heart and life with the 
holy law of God, brings him in guilty for transgres- 
sing its precepts, and leaves him under guilt and con- 
demnation, to suffer its just penalties. The gospel 
sets forth to him an infinitely perfect righteousness, 
to satisfy the precepts, and an everlastingly sufficient 
atonement, even the sacrifice of Jehovah Jesus, 
to satisfy the penalties of the law, When he 1s 
enabled to believe in this righteousness and in this 
attonement his conscience 1s saved from guilt and 
condemnation ; yea, it acquits and justifies the sinner, 
and brings in a true verdict for him, It says the 
same thit God himself does: pleads its discharge, 
from the express words of the great charter of grace, 
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rants and immunities therein graciously vouchsafed, 
it stops the mouth of unbelief. Thou art freely for- 
« given all trespasses—T hou art justified from all 
C Things—T hou art a son of my love, and shalt be an 
« Heir of my glory—l, even I the Lord God, am 
« thine, and thou shalt be mine for ever.“ Here, the 
believer triumphs: and why may not you, and I 
too? I do, thanks be to infinite grace. I believe 
these words on the testimony of God, as spoken to 
me. My conscience bears witness to the truth of 
the divine record. . It is now a good conscience ; it 
agrees with. God; and looks upon him as recon- 
ciled perfectly: it fears to dishonour him, by call- 
ing in question the infinite value of Christ's righ- 
teousness and atonement, or by doubting of their 
being mine, while I feel my want of them, and 
have any dependance upon them. Thus the peace 
of God rules, takes the lead in the conscience, and 
Suhdues guilty fears; rules always, the covenant is 
like the divine covenanters in the godhead, always 
the same, the free grant of the righteousness and 
atonement of Immanuel, always the same; my 
want of them always the same, and mine interest, 
though not in my sense, yet in God's purpose 
always the same. These gospel motives should 
teach you and me to maintain this peace always, 
and by all means. Every thing should help to pro- 
mote it. Corruptions, enemies, temptations from 
every quarter, should, by all means, establish our 
hearts in the peace of God: we should be trying 
at it, fighting for it; and, as it is our privilege, we 
should never yield, but fight hard to keep a conscience 
void ofoffence. This is warring a good warfare, when 
we hold the mystery of faith in a pure conscience. 
Believe me, my dear friend, the management 
of your conscience 1s the first and great Tesson in 
the school of Christ; and your chief mistakes and 
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alls come from its not being governed by the word 
and spirit of God. Look to it then, and hear, and 
read, and pray, and walk; that the testimony of 
your conscience may be agreeable to the truth, as 
Ht is in jesus. Insomuch, that when you feel any 
thing wrong, when you are low in spirits, your sins 
= displease, your duties cannot please you, you 
I should remember that these very things, rightly 
e managed, will establish your conscience in the 
oO peace of God; because they will bring you to live 
f entirely by the faith of the Son of God. Every new 
t day, you live to learn from them, that you have 


= nothing to trust to but the righteousness and the 
- _— atonement of Jesus, and, therefore, depending on 
this sure foundation, you may safely build your 
hopes of God's being in friendship with you, yea, 


in an unchangeable and everlasting friendship. O 
that your heart may be sprinkled from an evi con- 
science, and mind, that is an evi] one which, through 
unbelief, refuses to build its peace upon the liſe 
and death of Immanuel: and that is a god conscience 
which has peace with God through ſaith in Jesus 
Christ our Lord, and expects all the love of the 
Father to come freely through his Son. This is 
the second lesson in the school of Christ, —“ #7 
& all the heart be made ond kept happy in the bove of 
& Gad?” I answer, by believing that he is per- 
fectly reconciled, and loves you. While there is 
_ in the conscience, and you look upon the law 

roken, the punishment deserved, and the Al- 
mighty Judge engaged to inflict it, you can no 
more 44 God, than you can love pain. But when 
you hear the gespel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ, and can mix faith with it, then God is dis- 
covered, as related to you, in the closest bond of 
love, even your dearest friend, your most loving 
father; which will draw out the affections of your 
heart to him: © For we love him, because he firit loved 
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« 6. His love is first, yours his second his i 
the cause, yours is the effect. He enables you to 
believe his love to you, and that excites your love 
to him. x 

You see then how much depends upon the 
testimony of the conscience. When this is on 
Christ's side, and bears a faithful witness for him, 
then your heart will be happy; you will have joy wall 
and peace in believing: * God is reconciled to Chr 
& me; he is my God: we are agreed, and now we Ch 
„% walk together. He bids me call him father; cor 
% and I know he has bowels of love and fatherly try 


« affection for me: He sees me, accepts me in ly 
& Jesus, and rests in his love to me. My title is Sir 
« clear to all spiritual blessings; because, God ar 
& being my God and Father, all things are mine.“ 0! 
If you live like a christian, these should be the a 


constant breathings of your heart. Your happy 5 
walk depends entirely on the belief of God's being 
perfectly reconciled to you in his Son; and there- 
fore, you should not be aiming at getting any new 
title to your heavenly father's love, but at new en- 
joyment. I is yours in title; but you are to seek 
for more, still more pozsessron. Every day you 
should be seeking to believe more, to enjoy more 
of the riches of your Father's love in Jesus: and 
nothing will stop your growing enjoyment, if the 
peace of God rule in your heart always, and by all 
means. 

My dear friend, attend closely to this: for 
want of it, O what sad mistakes have I made! * 
You will always find, when your heart departs MX 
from the Lord, that there has been some guilt 
laying upon the conscience, and representing God 
to you in some other light, than as your most loving 


Father. But, pray mind: he has always the af- 
fection, as well as the name. He thangeth not in 
his love; he 1s to all his children ever of one mind; 
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love 
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is % id, therefore, when you desire to enjoy his love, 


Ind in the enjoyment of it to find your heart happy, 


Took at nothing to bring you to the Father but the 
$0n. Read your share in his love, take possession 
of it, for nothing done in you, or by you, now, or 


at any time, but ny in and for the salvation of 
Jesus, in whom his Father is your Father. Thus 


walk with him; making Christ your way, and 


Christ your end; keep walking on, leaning upon 


Christ every step for strength, for victory over all 


corruptions and over all enemies, which would 
try to stop you from the enjoyment of your heaven- 
ly father's love. Trust in Christ for all the bles- 
sings of it; for every thing that can keep you safe 
and make you happy all your way: and depend up- 


© on it, through Christ, you will find the company 
and the presence of your God and Father a very 
heaven here, as well as in glory. 


Mr. ——— , would you daily walk with an 
happy heart? Then you must learn to make up all 
your happiness in the love which the father bears 
to you in his dear son. This is to be all your sal- 
vation, and all your desire. You must look quite 
away from your graces, your gifts, your duties.— 
God does not love you fr these: he loves you in 
his Son; and you, in believing this, are to exercise 
your graces and gifts, and to be found in the way 
of duty, that you may have fellowship with him 
in his — his is the hardest task of all. I find 
it so to this day: and I know your temptations; 
therefore, I would finish this long scroll, with an 
account of the influence of the former truths; yet 
a ready answer to this question.—How are my 
tempers to be regulated, and my conversation to 
be so ordered, that I may night and day enjoy the 
peace and the love of my reconciled God and 
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Father? The way is, to walk humbly with your God. 
Do not disown what the holy spirit has taught you: 
give him the honour of his own grace; he has, i- 
deed he has, learnt you to ray Abba, Father. God 
is your Father in jesus. Walk humbly with him, as 
such: so will you enjoy his sweet peace, and par- 
take of his happy love. While these rule in the 
conscience and in the heart, the tempers opposite 
to them will be resisted and overcome. The di- 
vine teacher will discover the secret workings of 
guilt and unbelief, and keep them from destroying 
the peace of conscience: by his almighty grace, 
he will mortify carnal affections, and crucity every | 
idol-love: he will preserve the heart, as a chaste 


virgin, for its heavenly lover. Rebel-nature will 5 


resist, yea, always; but it cannot overcome the 
Lord God omnipotent: he will bring all things into 
subjection to it himself. He will, nay, let me say, 
he has. I appeal to yourself. Speak out for God. 
Does not your conscience say “ I will have nothing 
„to do with any pretences to be my own saviour 


the righteousness of Jesus, and his atonement on « 
the tree, are all my salvation.”** Does not your 5 
heart say I am sure I have heard you say—* This A 
«is all my desire.“ Do not your hopes say“ We 2 
„ have cast our anchor upon Jesus; thank God, % 
« we can never be disappointed.“ Do not your 4 


fears say—“ I would not for the world do any 
thing to displease my God and Father: blessed 
„Spirit, rule in me, rule over me, mortify the 
„old man, and quicken the new man day by day.” 


Since God has done all this for you, O do not 
dishonour his work by hearkening to proud selt, 
the old man of sin, who is ever reasoning within 

ou against the glory of divine grace. He would 
— you to look at yourselt, and to draw your 
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eaſety and bare from some pleasing views of 
ness. He will pe always tempting yo 


upon od reconciled in Jesus. Whatever is your 
own, and comes from self 15 to chew you the ne- 
| 1 „4. Do not yon 
feel to chis hour, that self is made up of sinſulness, 
wants, temptations, and miseries! none of these 


walk more humbly with Your Goc 
S hew you your constant need of $alvations and to 
keep 70 always dependant on God for it. No 
failings in duty, no sense of in-dwelling sin, no 
weakness, NO ® position chould separate you in 
conscience or heart from Jour reconciled God, but 
chould bring on to walk in nearer ſellowship with 
dim: by which alone you will enjoy more. con- 
formity 10 him. pride will be hid from you. 
Every bigh thought ill be brought down; grace, 
Sovereign grace will reign. * the will 
receive ALL) 1 am Sure it is his due, all che 
I G1. OR 


Here is 2 wide field before mas but I stop · 
When you send me word, mat you have learnt $0 


* to manage the weapons of your Warfare, as to be 
4 able to maintam peace in 3 conscience, an 
5 happiness in your heart, 2 victory in your tem- 


pers and walk, then 1 will take ub the subject, 
where 1 leave off, and go on with . 1B the 


of your Talk, is not to procure 2 title to your fa 
ther's love, but to maintain the enjoyment of it. 
May the Lord the spirit make you an happy Par- 
taker of it ever) day more abundant]y- 
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I hear of the goodness of our dear Lord to} 
I bless him from my heart for her.“ 
May she never want his rich cordials to comfort 
her soul, as long as she has a body of sin and death to 
Struggle with. wy respects to all that family. 
May God sanctify the present dispensation to 

every one of them. 
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My kind love to Mr., and to Mr. John, 
and every good wish for that favourite Child. He 
grows a fine boy, and says many pretty things. 
Take care, my friends of your hearts, he has ra- 
ther too much room in them, and all will be well. 


Recommend me to Mr „beg him for 
Jesus's sake to put up * for a cumberer of 
the ground. I am sure I do not forget him. May 
he never forget me hefore a throne of grace. See 


How I scribble on, throw a veil of love over all, a 
and believe me to be in bonds, never to be broken, 5 
* tied by the hand of Jesus, your friend and servant. 
5 
| i W. _— 8 f 


LETTER VIII. 


February 1772. 


My dear friend has been thinking—“ Well I 

could not have expected such neglect; a letter 
sent in October, and not answered in January, I 
am surprized what can be the meaning of it!“ I 
answer to my shame, that I am grown very lazy, 
and good for nothing. Its high time I was dis- 
missed from the vineyard, — 


any other master 
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but mine would have had nothing to do with me 
long ago. I cannot but loath myself, and stand won- 


| dering daily at his kindness. Never was self lower, 


and his loveliness higher than in this new year. 
Worthless as I am beyond all conception, yet he 
begun the year with vouchsafing me some delight- 
ful Pisgah views. You must know it has been a 
custom with me, for many years, to have a sermon 
on the New Year's Day, and to have the text a 
sort of watch-word, something very short and 
striking, and which may serve the believers to 
feast upon a twelve month. I have found this 
very useful to myself, and so have others. Our 
text for 1772 was, chRIST 1s ALL.” I send 
you some remarks believing you will have fellowship 
with us in them, as you certainly have in that 
adorable person of whom they treat. 


Christ has all the ſulness of salvation in him, 
as God-man; and he has it to the glory of the 
father, and of the eternal spirit: for it pleased the 
father, that in him should all fulness dwell, as in 


the head for the use of his members. And it 
pleased the holy spirit to testify of his fulness in 


the scripture, and it pleases him by his grace to 
bring believer's to use it, and to live upon it: and 
then they are truly coverted. All other experience 
is not worth one farthing. The great work of the 
Holy Ghost is to pull down self, and to exalt 
Christ. This he does effectually, and this he has 
done in you. Think, what your debt 1s; try to 
cast it up; and send me the sum total. Say, how 
much do you owe to the Holy Spirit for enlighten- 
ing your understanding, and convincing you, that 
Christ is the one Sun of the spiritual world. — 
What a most blessed change has he wrought upon 
- your mind! He has stript you of the knowledge 
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that puffeth up and has sent you to Christ, and to 
none hut Christ, to be taught the things of God. 
He has brought you humbled to the Saviour's feet, 
here you are sitting among his lowest scholars, 
(and that's the best place) to hear his words. — 
Thus he has glorified your divine Prophet in you; 
and in the matter of teaching, he has made Christ 
your ALL. The bihle, and ministers, and means * 

ave now got their right place; they are subser- 
vient to Christ's teaching. He is cxalted hy your 
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use of them: for you don't go to them, but to Hi in 
them, to receive lesson upon lesson and line upon 
line. Thus may you and I be found waiting upon 
our great Lord and Master through the year 1772. 
And when we thus put honour upon his office, and 
give glory to his teaching, we may expect to learn 
much of him: he will guide our feet in the way 
of peace: he will enlarge our faculties to know 
more of the wonder's of his grace: and he will 
enable us to enjoy more of the heavenly sweetness 
of his precious love. Yes, Lord, we have great 
expectations from thee: thou canst teach us far 
more than we have yet learned. O make us every 
day humbler scholars, that whatever we learn, the 
praise of it may be thine, and our growth in saving 
knowledge may add to thy fame and renown.— 
Methinks, I hear you ask—* But how shall I know 
« for certain, that Il am offe of Christ's scholars, 
«and that he has indeed taken me into his tuition 
„and teaching”? My dear friend, you are to 
know it, from what you have learned of him, 
You cannot be certain of it any other way. He 
would have you to look at his revealed truth, and 
to try yourself by it. Has not he made you wise 
in it unto salvation? O do, pray do, acknowledge 
what he has done for your soul. When you were 
sensible of your fallen state, in which you inherit 
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with God? Your answer will shew, w 
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a corrupt nature, and felt, that in it you could do 

nothing, but sin—when guilt was in your consci- 

ence, and fear was in your heart, what was it, 

which brought you relief? To what did you look 

for pardon, and from whence did you _— peace 
ether you 


are Christ's scholar, and how far you have ad- 
*Z vanced in his school. I can make your reply (for 


I have heard you say as much) © Why, to be sure, 
„J have no hope, but in that offering, waicu 
© pERFECTETH FOR EVER, and in that righteous- 
« ness, which justifieth from all things. This is my 
e salvation.—This, and nothing else—cnrisT 1s 
« LI expect no pardon, but in his blood—no 
e justification, but in his obedience—no safety, 
hut in his keeping me—no happiness, but in his 
love no heaven, but in the enjoyment of Imma- 
«*nuel.” Very well, this is a good confess1on. 
But who taught it you? Was it not Jesus? He 
who alone teacheth man saving knowledge. Has 
he not opened your eyes to see; and your heart to 
receive those most blessed truths? Yes he has. 
And do you praise him as he deserves? O no. 
A thought often comes into your head, If I had 
«learned those things of Christ, how could it be 
« that Iam so little, and so seldom comforted by 
«them: they are full of all consolation, and I am 
« gometimes quite empty: how can this be?” Pl 
tell you, my good friend. The very same thought 
comes into my head, and plagues me. But I get 
the better of it. Consider where it is 'written, 
He that is comforted 5hall be aved? You are called 
upon to trust the work of Christ, and to trust it 
for yourself upon the word of Christ. His work 
is your whole salvation: His word, and nothing in 
yourself. (Here I should stop. This is the end of 


my paper. But I cannot get done—you must let 
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me finish my sentence, although it be to your cos{Wmust 

Well, n me, I hope, and therefore Ibesee 

proceed) His word, and nothing in yourself, is HV 
be your lawful warrant to call this salvation youW Go * 

. own, and to use it for your own. Rest here chure 
giving credit to the free promise of salvation tc custe 
all that will receive it, and PII lay my life of it, out! 
you will not want comfort long. You will havcR of h1 
God's faithfulness for your security, that you arc with 
a saved sinner, and the belief of this cannot but his 
bring peace and Joy into your heart. According plal 
to your faith, so will your comfort be. But if you whi 
rest not here, get comfort where you will, it will 
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not be true, it cannot be lasting Not true: be- sei 
cause all comfort dwells in Christ; every thing else ch 
is emptiness and vanity—Not lasting: because ve 
frames, feelings, habits, graces, joys, &c. &c. ebh _ $1 
and flow. Only Christ abideth the same for ever, 1 
and only his unchangeable word can fix your com- $ 
ſort. Trust it. Make it your constant warrant 1 


to go to Christ for comfort, and he cannot deny 
his word; according to your faith, so will he give 
unto you. Don't think, my good friend, I Would 
have you to walk mourning and melancholy. No. 
There is nothing in Christ to make you 80. Heis 
all light, and life, and love, and joy, and that with- 
out ceasing—an infinite and everlasting fulness of 
all blessings. I would lead you to him in the di- 
rect road, which is to lead you out of self entirely. 
Christ is the way—look more at him, and less at 
self—trust more to him, and less to your faith or 
comforts—live upon nothing in yourself, but live 
every moment upon him—don't eye his giſts s 
much, fix your heart upon the giver—be always 
thinking of his ſulness, whenever you feel your 
own emptiness—whatever you are, or do, or suffer, 
let all things bring you to make (forgive me, I 
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ust go on, I take up another half sheet, and I 
beseech you again and again, let all things bring 
you to make) use of Christ. Read about him. 
Go to your closet to converse with him. Go to 
church to meet him. Make him your companion. Ac- 
e custom your mind to meditate upon him. Pray with- 
cout ceasing to him as your hosom friend. Don't be shy 

2 of him, hehates shyness. Draw near, he bids you come 
uit boldness, vile, unthankful, unprofitable as you are: 

his dear heart is always open to hear your com- 
plaints, and to relieve your distresses, be they 
what they will. Remember he is the Sun of our 
world, and you cannot be thus always in his pre- 
sence, without being enlightened oy his rays and 
cherished with his warm beams. hen any are 
very cold within doors, and see the sun shining 
— sweetly, they don't use to ask, Is it my sun? May 
I go out to walk in this noon-day brightness, and 
get myself warm in this delightful sun-shine? Is 
it for me? yes make use of it, who will; it shines 
ſor you, Christ is as freely yours as that sun-shine. 
You may walk in his light, and enjoy his comforts. 
You may take him for your RIGHTEOUSNESS, and 
your 1 you may live on him, for grace and 
glory. He is yours, and alt he has is yours 
also, for your use to-day and for ever. 


Thus you see, my good friend, how we in- 
tend to live in London through the year 1772. 
CHRIST 1s OUR ALL, not only in our title to sal- 
vation, but also in our present enjoyment of its 
blessings. We expect a great income, and all 
from Christ. Our faith in him is not an empty 
notion, (as the world thinks,) but it 1s a reality, 
Christ is the substance; all besides is shadow; 
and by faith we now take possession of the sub- 
Stance, Woe live by him, and we live on him. 
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We need envy nobody. What are princes to us 
our estate is vastly beyond theirs; the inheritanct 
is sure; the riches unsearchable; and the income! 
ASK AND HAVE; and that increasing through 
eternity. O blessed, most blessed inheritance. 
The prospect is not, like Moses“. He only saw 
the country, but we go over Jordan. We who 
have believed, do enter into rest. We are living 
in the land which floweth with milk and honey, 
which is the glory of all lands. An heir of this} 
country may hve in the present cottage at 
and yet be richer than the king. If he live this 
year, as he should do, by the faith of the son of 
God, what are the riches of emperors compared 
to his? he can look into his title-deeds, and there 
read two clauses, which make him rich, ever be- 
yond conception. ALL THINGS ARE YOURS— 
AND YOURS FOR EVER. 


I know what you will think, as well as if I 
heard you tell me your thoughts, I am acquainted 
with the vile suggestions of the enemy. He may, 
tempt you to doubt of these truths, on account of 
your having still so many wants, but, my friend, 
the more the better. e should glory in our 
wants. They make us rich: for we can want 
nothing, but it is in Christ's fulness, and laid up 
there for us. This makes way for a constant in- 
tercourse between you and Christ, and keeps up 
an holy friendship, in giving and receiving. B 
this means a sweet familiarit will be maintained, 
and a growing intimacy cherighed. Christ re- 
quires you would be free with him, and draw 
largely upon his bank. Every moment you want 
something. Christ says, Here it is; come to 
„ me ſor it. I can deny you nothing.” O go to 
him at his bidding, and put honour upon his love. 


36 

1 Up with him; Mr._——, come, iry; up with 
him a little higher. Pray and preach and live; 
that Christ be exalted. God bless the liſting up 
of Christ in the pulpit. Amen. 


There is nothing I wish myself of good, but I 
wish it to Mr. . I really love m 
friends, and often think of that precious child. O 
Lord keep him. Jesus, save him; may death 
never part mother and son. I wish my prayers 
may be heard for him. His portion with us is 
worth a thousand. May he find with us Christ 


is ALL. | a 
W. R. 
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Te next thing 


of 


AL WANT 8. 


which wounds and afflicts the 


conscience, is sense Of defects, and spiritual wants; 
as want of faith, hope, and assurance of salvation; 
want of sanctiſication, purity of heart, the spirit o 
prayer, and hearing, and want of ability to perform 


other holy duties. in these the spirit is stupiſied, 
and oVercas's even in the best of christians for 2 


a comfortable assurance, that God heareth or re- 
gardeth it, because he doth not presently answer, Or 
not grant Our petitions. Sometimes the) feel a de- 


viation of the mind, 


attention, and unbelief in hearing and reading the 
word ; sometimes want of patience» want of love to 
God, and charity to men: in short, such 2 general 
debility, or distemper of the internal man; that he 
readily concludes with St. Paul, « That in his flesh 
davelleth no goed thing“ Rom. vi. d. They 
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great maladies of the soul, and wounds of the spirit; 
but it inferreth a good prognostic of a bad cause 
where these are, and the sinner is insensible, they 
are desperate symptoms. 


2. In this case let us consider, that the very 
same measure of grace, which to the present sense of 
a regenerate man, seemeth incompetent, may yet be 
a sufficient measure to save him: and when he invo- 
cates the divine assistance, he is most strong, though 
in his own sense he is weak and deficient: for in 
St. Paul's distress the Lord thus answered his peti- 
tion, My grace is s1fficient for thee 2 Cor. xii. 8. It 
saith not it shall be, but it is sufficient, meaning the 

resent measure of grace he had in his possession, | 
when he looked upon himsclf as a weak vessel, 


3. The most pious, their measure of assurance 
is such as they are not only enjoined to give dili- 
gence to make their calling and election sure, that 
so an entrance may be administered to them abun— 
dantly into the everlasting kingdom, but they are in 
duty bound also to work out their own salvation with 
Fear and trembling, Phil. ii. 12. All incredulity in- 
ferreth not a reprobate sense: there is incredulity in 
the very elect before, and a perplexing remnant after 
their calling; yea, even in their best estate here; 
else why did the holy apostles pray, Lord increase our 
Faith? Luke xvii. 5. And why did our Saviour 
apbraid them with unbelief? Mark xvi. 14. 

4. And saving faith differeth in degrees: so that 
there is a stronger and a weaker faith, yet both true and 
justifying: so do all other graces, one hath a greater 
and more excellent measure of the spirit of prayer 
than another: one hath a more discerning and at- 
tentive spirit of hearing than another, and yet in 
either instance, the minor may be true and sufficient: 


to every man is giwe ur to the measure of 
Christ, Ephes. iv. 1. Vf hath ten talents, and 
another but two. Nays even in one and the Same 
rson's faith, there is sometimes 2 grandieur, an 
gometimes 4 diminutive measure of confidence àn 
assurance and so we must judge of other gifts some- 


God's grace muminate us after one marmer - 


A true saving faith may be ver) impotent, 
and the behever ma) ve insenslble for some SPACE» 
but yet the gates of hell shall never pre ail against 


son we are but here partly spiritual: we are not yet 
arrived to perfection ſaich here must receive con- 
tinual increases, and be subject to trials: a" the 
like does ensue OO all other virtues and graces + that 
fich derer Hall finally fall aways Or utterly 


holy spirit of promise, Cor. 1. 22. the like 
we are to zudge Of all the fruits of sanctification? 
which being che donations a7 graces od, are 


eth, Rom. xi. 29» 


6. Thou hast indeed a true sende of thy spiritual 
wants, and mournest At thy corrupt ions of heart, 


which on every occasion produce sinful acts against 


— 


40 


| a 9 
thy maker; if this be a heavy burden unto thee, re- 
ceive this comfort, that thy sin is excluded its proper 
place, and become a stranger unto thee: for nothing 
in its own proper station is so ponderous. The 
danger is want of sense, and taking pleasure in un- 
righteousness: if a wounded person is sensible, he 
is either dead, or in some dangerous extacy: no part 
hath sense but the living; though it were for the 
present more comfortable to be whole, yet sense of 
smart in thy wounds inferreth life, and indeed in God's 
medicaments Who makes all things operate for the 
best to them that love him, 'tis a better state, (in 
respect of the quiet fruits of righteousness, accruing 
to them that are thereby exercised, and the ulcerous 
corruptions of our souls, often necessitating our 

wounding, that we may be healed) than the secure 
property of sinners; for it is good and beneficial at 

the last for the just, that they have been afflicted, 
0 Psalm cxix. 67. 

| 7. When thou hearest, or readest the scriptures, 
art thou sensible of the want of fiith, assurance, 
sanctiſication, and the spirit and fervency of prayer? 
If so, be comforted: for as the solar eclipse, and 
descension of light towards us, can be discerned by 
no lustre, but its own; so neither can the want of 
grace be possibly discerned by any thing but grace, 
Hast thou a hearty desire to have these wants of 
grace supplied? Then that very holy ambition is grace 
itself; without which thou couldest not desife it: 
our blessed Lord in his sermon on the Mount, Matt. 
v. 6. pronounces, Blessed are they who do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled: 

* God will never desert that soul which desireth him, 

and his saving health: none can hunger but the liv- 

I'S ing, and none hungers for grace, but he that subsist- 
3 eth by it: but then thy desire of that seed must be 
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ardent, not languid, such as cannot rest unsatisficd 
with any thing else in the world. 
8. There may be an enervate, and oblique ap- 
tite of salvation in Balaam, for fear of damnation ; 
but he more loved the wages of unrighteousness : the 
happiest thirsts for the waters of lite, and afflicteth 
the soul till it be obtained; and enjoys no rest, or 
peace without it; so that indeed this very state which 
so much afflicteth thee is the most secure and happy; | | 
and thou shalt once know, that which one said in 
the happy event of his unhappy shipwreck, We had 
perisbed, if we had not thus periched, And when 
thou hast received the spirit of God in such a mea- 
sure, as thereby to discern the things that are freely 
given thee of God, then thou shalt find, that 6bles5ed 
is the man whom the Lord chasteneth and teacheth in 
his law, that he may give him rest from his days of 
adwersiiy, Psalm xciv. 12, 13. 
* 9. Make that inquest with thy soul, whether 
ever thou wert possest of that, which thou art now 
sensible thou wantest? If so be assured it shall re- 
vive again, and finally overcome; For whatsoever is 
born of God avercometh the world; and this is the wits 
tory that overcometh the <vorld, even our faith, 1 John 
v. 4. And this sense and sorrow is a signal of the 
recovery of the health of thy most precious part, thy 
soul; as the seven times Neezing of the Shunamite's 
child presaged his reviving, 2 Kings iv. 35. If 
thou never yet enjoyedest the grace which thou now 
beginnest to be sensible of, it now evidently is ap- 
parent thou shalt acquire it; for this internal per- 
plexity, is but as the motion of the waters of Bethes- 
da, a certain prognostic of a healing power descend- 
ing on theg. 
10. Next ask thyself, according to that say ing 
of the Prophet, Jer. ii. 17. Hast thou not procured 
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this unto thyself? Even this which thou now com- 
plainest of? Hast thou not neglected the appointed 
means? If want of faith perplex thee, hast thou 
not negligently heard the gospel? Hast thou laid it up 
in a solicitous heart? Hast thou valued it and beg- 
ged ut fervently and frequently of God, above all 
things in the world ? Thou art querulous for want 
of the spirit of prayer; Hast thou not neglected this 
duty formerly? And dost thou now duly prepare 
thyself tor that holy office? Dost thou use that vi- 
gilancy which Christ enjoyn'd, of watch and pray; 
by recalling thy profane and wandering thoughts 
from their extravagancies, and all attention of spirit, 
fixing them on the holy Jesus? Thou art sensible 
thy heart, tongue, nor actions, are not sanctimoni- 
ous: appeal to thy own conscience, and then tell me, 
if thou hast not heretofore used all arts and solicited 
all things to appear in the throng, to drown the loud 
checks of that voice within thee, and hast looked 
upon it as thy utter enemy? Now if thou wouldst 
cense the effect, remove the occasion; duly observe 
God's holy ordinances, and he will infallibly perform 
his promises. 

11. Enquire whether thou dost not persevere in 


_— Some habitual sin? It is a great folly to cry out of 


Ft 


the heat and still cast oil on the fire: if it be an 


Achan's wedge hidden search for the cursed thing, 
Josb. vii. 25, 26. and the plague in thine own heart, 
1 Kings viii. 38. And by removing the impedi- 
ment and obstruction thou shalt be comforted : if it 
be a sleeping Foerah cast him overboard; and as 
Eliphax said to Fob, i thou return ta the Almighty, 
thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put iniguity far from 
thy tabernacles : the Almighty shall be thy, defences 
then thalt thou have delight in the Almighty, and shalt 
lift up thy face unto God : thou shalt make thy prayer 
unto him, and he Shall hear thee, Job xxii, 23, &c, 
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12. To reduce what has been said into practice, 
follow these rules; give an audit to God's word pre- 
paredly; that is, renew thy repentance, and invocate 
the father of lights to illuminate thee, that thou 
may'st be a reverend and an attentive auditor: faith 
comes by hearing; so doth sanctification, God's 
spirit operating upon his own ordinance to make it 
active: the occasion why so many hear so often, 
and so few so seldom practise and receive true com- 
fort by it, is for want of a due preparation; re- 
sembling them that sow among thorns : let faith and 
all christian graces be valuable to thee for his sake, 
who is the author of all our happiness. How few 
set a right estimate on heavenly things till it be too 
late; mundane vanities are rated high, and often pur. 
chased at a dear rate; but where are those that rise 
early, rest late, eat the bread of carefulness, venture 
sea and land to obtain the holy city, even the new 
Jerusalem? Be eager in the pursuit of these things 
thou stand'st in need of, and the Almighty will not 
withhold them from thee.. 


13. Our Saviour affirms to us, J vii. 38. 39. 
He that believeth in me, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living dvaters: that is, fluency of graces 
proceeding from the Holy Ghost. If thou wilt 
labour, and endeavour to attain unto this faith, chace 
away all obstructions that do oppose thee : for a reso- 
lution to persevere in any known sin, and true faith, 
are inconsistent. An obdurate heart is like the great 
Stone on the mouth of the well at Padan Aran, which 
kept men back from the waters of refreshment : 
these impediments, I say, must first be removed, for 
sin in the affections is like a venomous toad in the 


mouth of the fountain, obstructing the waters of 
life, 
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14. Consider the operation of the Almighty in 
thee, and compare thy misfortunes with others, if 
thou art not heard by the great Being, perhaps thy 
supplication is not consonant to his will: for his 
design is to save thee, and infallibly to bless thee; 
and if he performs that by a means suitable to omni- 
potency, wilt thou be impatient, with Naaman, if 
thou art not healed according to thy way which thou 
proposest? Is not it enough that he will effect that 
which is properest and best for thee, and canst thou 
pretend to outvie his wisdom? Perhaps, he thinks 
it requisite to try thy perseverance and patience, 
whereof I confess I know no severer object, than an 
opinion of his not hearing our prayers. It was no 
small trial, when David cried out, My God, my God, 
avhy hast thou forsaken me? Why art thou 50 far 
From helping me, and from the words of my roaring ? 
Psalm xxii. 1. But the acclamation on the cross, 
carried a louder sound. Matt. xxvii. 46. Moses was 
denied entrance into Canaan, but was received into 
Heaven; the cup did not pass away from Christ, but 
God's will was performed in the operation of man's. 
redemption; and so he au, heard. Heb. v. 7. 

15. Doth thy faith endure many sharp encounters 
of the tempter? Then observe the Almighty by this. 
means doth more confirm it. Is not every temptation 
as the shaking of trees, which loosing the ground, 
engrafts them the deeper? Thou art sensible of thy 
great defects in sanctity, and of many dubious conflicts 
between the flesh and the spirit, provoking thy soul 
to cry with Rebecca, when perplexed with her wrest- 
ling twins, Why am [ thus? Gen. xxv. 22. Despond. 
not, but consider the work of him, with whom we 
have to do: thus he chaseth thee often to fly to him, 
and to consult his oracles; thus he exerciseth thee to 
humility, without which the most excellent graces 
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eould not save thee. He that pray ed for St. Peter's 
falling» could have prev enting him from falling into 


khat sin: ut in 50 doing: he kept bim from pre- 


sumption, and fitted him e confirm his prethren . 


consider t God is periect holiness, yehement 
motive conducing to it; and cer nly he cannot 
chuse but 10V© is own image 1 us, and f ely give 
us that he loveth; it pl e the an 

our being) © Solomon, fore riches, revenge, an 
life itself, shoul petition for wisdom; pon 


life, he will not deny them, but will insert do their 
grant more than we are able to asK or think of. 
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of my wounds, but utterly unable © move, or help 
myself: the Priest and Levite pass by, and afford 
me no relief; neither is it in the power of the crea- 
ture to assist me: nay, even thy just and holy law, 
which wholesomely instructs, do this and live, is so 
far from aiding me, or administering comfort, that 
my sins make it appear to me a killing letter; or at 
best resembling the Prophet's staff, sent before by the 
ministry of thy servant, not able to give life, but a 
prospect of my sins, and rendering me guilty, before 
thy dreadtul tribunal, and at the * of my terrified 
conscience. 

2. But O Lord let the good Samaritan, the Pro- 
phet himself, Christ Jesus, thy dear Son, and my 
alone Saviour; inspire me with his holy spirit; for 
he only can bind up my wounded soul, and heal it: 
thou hast wounded me by an heavy apprehension of 
thy justice; O now heal me by the assurance of thy 
mercy : strengthen my faith in Christ, who freely 
justifieth sinners: and as thou hast in thine eternal 
love, given him to death for my redemption, so give 
me an infallible assurance that he is my Saviour and 
deliverer: that according to thine own gracious pro- 
mise in him, I may live with thee. 

3. And O thou, who art the Saviour of all the 
world, who sentest the Holy Ghost the comforter of 
all thy servants, to thy afflicted disciples to strength- 
en them send him to my enervated and wretched soul: 
it is neither of him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth, but of thine own infinite goodness, shewing 
mercy : thy omnipotence 1s effectual in the operation 
of thy good will and pleasure. O, be graciously pleas- 
ed to sanctify my corrupted will and affections : and as 
thou hast freely given me a will and a hearts desire 
to serve and please thee, that I might be saved, so 
perfect thine own work in me and establish What 
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